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‘Win up to $10,000 in Gold Coin!’ — 
Drawn 27th March. Ask at club for details. 


Queensland's most 
progressive soccer club! 
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Strikers play-off place 
goes down to the wire - 
match reports on page 4 
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Above, Kieran Cooper makes for goal, as the 
Brisbane City defence closes in. I think you'll 
agree that Paul Harley's shot would have much 
more attraction in colour. Alas, circumstances 
have dictated that TFP30 be produced in black 
and white. 


See centre pages for special announcement. 
_ Also... interview with 


The Last Post ? 
‘ a 
Supporters Club Evening B " isbane Lions coach, 
Underwood Park Letters to The Editor Miron Bleiberg - see page 8 
Underwood Road --. and more | "Football's not a matter of life or 
Rochedale death, it's much more important 
Phone 3841 0544 Another 32 pages ! than that.” 


The late, great Bill Shankly. 
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WHAT HAPPENED NEXT ? 
Gold Coast goalkeeper Martin Simpson (left) and Brisbane City's Mark 
Battistin (right) take a tumble during their recent XXXX encounter. 


18. Cartwheels at Perry Park. 
Contents Or should it be "Champagne" ? Probably both 
: ree after this announcement. 
3. Editorial. 


20. The Road to Wembley... 
Steve Cooper has some interesting info about the 
streets of Brisbane. (How does this relate to 


4, Strikers match reports. 
Match reports from the Wollongong, Sydney 
United, Canberra Cosmos games. 


soccer ?) 
yar hears m aed a — 22. The Last Post ? 
interes! Ing interview With Lions coac ron Paul Harley pays tribute a 


Bleiberg. 


24, And the lights all went out... 
Ewen Anderson relates a Saturday evening visit 
to Capalaba soccer Club. 


12, "Gabba, Gabba - hey !". 
(So said The Ramones) "Stevo" looks at the 
Olympic soccer tournamenst Brisbane venue. 


26. Rumours 


w 19 
1S, "The Farr Post". "Stevo" spreads a few end-of-season rumours. 


16. Back in Black. 
TFP Editor, Tony Moran, explains a few hard 
truths about running a fanzine. 


28. Letters to The Editor. 
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Editor - Tony Moran 
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So this is it, the last issue of TFP for the time 
being - a sad day indeed ! I won't harp on about 
the reasons - you can read them all yourself in 
the middle pages. I'm glad I did it, but will do it 
better next time. There was never one definitive 
reason for quitting, but a number of smaller ones. 
For the record, finance was never a problem, but 
it would have been easier if more people had 
lived up to their word when it came to advertis- 
ing, sponsorship and buying subscriptions. 

It never ceases to amaze me how many people 
expect something for nothing these days. I’m sure 
that I’m not exaggerating when I say that every 
month outside Suncorp, whilst selling TFP, at 
least one person will ask, “Are they free 7” 

I don’t know where some of these people get 
their values, but they come from a different planet 
to the one I was brought up on. 

I don’t mind giving the odd copy of TFP away, 
as long as I know that the recipient is going to 
read it, and, hopefully feel inclined to buy the 
next one. The other side of the coin, is that once 
you give one copy away, people begin to expect 
it for free regularly after that. There will be a 
number of people reading this who, in thirty is- 
sues, have never paid for a copy - yet are all too 
keen to get on the phone if their “freebie” is a 
day late. And I’m struggling to convince myself 
that they were worth it. 

If TFP does start up again, the number of “givea- 
ways” will be a bit more tightly controlled. 

I will stop short of blaming those people for this | 
being the last issue, but am I so out of touch with | 
reality these days that asking people to part with | 
$2 every month to help us cover costs is just not 
the done thing in 1999 ? 


Assistant Editor - Paul Harley 


Contributors - Dave Marshall, 
"Stevo", Steve Cooper, Ewen 
Anderson. 


Photographer - Paul Harley . 


Cartoonist - John O'Doncohue 


Thanks To - Miron Bleiberg 
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Bulimba, Qld 4171. 
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4 Strikers 1 
o Wollongong Wolves 0 
si Saturday March 6th | 
Suncorp Stadium 
by Dave Marshall sw 
The STRIKERS had been promot- 
ing the game against Wollongong, _. 
expressing the ambition of attract- 
ing a club record gate which would 
have meant 13 000 would have 
needed to attend. Why they selected 
that game is a mystery to me, with the 
Wail packed with free publicity for the open- 
ing round of the Rugby League season and the 
STRIKERS relegated to their customary pau- 
per status by that worthy organ of the press. 


With due respect to the Wolves, they are not 
our most deadly of rivals, nor exactly one of the 
glamour sides of the NSL, and the STRIKERS 
had just come off two hidings and a frustrating 
0-0 draw. So, with five minutes to the kick off, 
and after declining an offer of free tickets out- 
side the ground, it was very easy to stroll through 
the turnstile and take a seat pretty well anywhere 
you wanted. | thought the stand looked about 
as full as it had been the previous week, and 
was surprised that the gate was announced as 
4,320, or a thousand more than on that occa- 
sion. 


The ground announcer was just saying some- 
thing about thanking the “Referee and touch 
judges" as we sat down and then the start of 
thegame was delayed for about seven minutes 
“because it was being televised”. 


OHY was out and Sean Cranney was back. Un- 


Disclaimer 

The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, 
therefore, are those of the individual contributors, and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of The Editor - 


but frequently do ! 

We accept any articles and fetters as long as they 
are accompanied by a name and address and do 
nat contain foul or abusive language. 


| fortunately Des Hughes too was not only nol 
starting, but not even on the bench, despite 
being our leading goal scorer with 4 from 9 


games and Kossie sagely stating in the match 


+s, programme that "Goals win matches". 


“* Nost of the first half was last week re- 
_ visited, with the STRIKERS domi- 
; nant and not scoring. Steve 
Laybutt seemed to have headed 
a great goal, but it hit the bottom 
of the post and Kasey Wehrman, who 
really did put himself about a bit, was awarded 
a very dubious penalty after quite a theatrical 
dive in the box. He obviously had a twinge of 
conscience because he very gently rolled the 
spot kick back directly mid goal to Pogliacomi. 
That means he's missed our last two penal- 
ties and | would like to see the Mad Bull with 
his net busters in future. 


The Wolves were able to put together a few 
attacks and Clint Bolton made one outstand- 
ing save, stretched way out to his right. Once 
again 0-0 at half time and mutterings of unrest 
from the masses. 


The second half continued in much the same 
way, perhaps a little more even, but still with 
little decisiveness about either attack, until, 
with about 20 minutes to go, one of the innu- 
merable long crosses into the box was at- 
tacked by a pair of STRIKERS, and one of 
them, Matthew Bell, powered a header into the 
net and there were feelings of great relief all 
round, but many were expecting the dreaded 
late equalizer or even winner from the Gong. 
It would have happened too, if Bolton had not 
been having his best game of the season. He 
has always been a good shot blocker and had 
to show that twice within seconds to keep out 
two powerful and short range strikes in suc- 
cession. 


Kossie took off Gwynne and Meredith and 
brought on Zorro and Tullamarine and 9 min- 
utes from the end poor Knipey was thrown his 
now routine crumb of playing time to replace 
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the largely anonymous Cranney kiddy. Whether 
it was the subs, the Gong tiring or the STRIK- 
ERS determination to hold this lead, they played 
their best attacking football right at the end and 
gave us another frustrating glimpse of their po- 
tential. If only they could get into that gear fora 
greater part of a game, they could match any 
team I've seen in the comp this season. 


So now we have 3 of the 14 points Kossie reck- 
ons we need to play in the finals. Three scrappy 
points, to be honest, but I'd take them in that 
style every week without complaint (well, atleast 
for a while). 

CC - not done. I didn't notice him. 


Sydney United 4 Strikers 3 
Sunday March 21st 

Edensor Park 

by Paul Harley 


This being the televised game, | settled down, 
coffee in hand (if I'd known what lay ahead, it 
would have been something much stronger) to 
watch the latest episode in Strikers roller-coaster 
ride in search of a top six finish. 


Last time we'd featured in the TV game, we 
gained a valuable 2-1 win at Marconi. However 
alot of water had passed under the bridge since- 
and a lot of goals into the Strikers’ net on their 
travels. Consequently, Steve and Big Al’s con- 
stant reminders that “Strikers have to win this 
one” didn’t make pleasant listening. 


Even with United's well-publicised shortage of 
firepower-five forwards missing for various rea- 
sons-| wasn’t confident Strikers could do the 
needful. My sense of foreboding, unfortunately, 
all too soon proved all too accurate, as their 
defensive frailties surfaced once more. Emi- 
nently preventable goals from Ardone and 
Barrett saw them two down in ten minutes, and 
seemingly out of it. 


Much to my surprise, Strikers began to show 
promising signs of a fightback. We soon domi- 


, 


-_ 


nated in possession, shots on goal and the cor- 
her count. A point blank Harris header produced 
a fine reaction save from Gibson, and it was 
the home defence looking far from secure. 


Some Strikers’ standard defending let Strikers 
back into the game after half an hour. 
Wehrman'’s cross was allowed to reach Harris, 
who was allowed to get in a half-hit shot. Gibson 
seemed surprised that it had got that far, as it 
bounced through his legs and in. 


The equalising goal, right on half time, was even 
more unlikely. Pure fluke, in fact. McLaren ex- 
posed the defence down the left, crossing to 
the nearr post. Tollenaere, attempting to step 
over the ball, nudged it goalwards, completely 
wrong footing Gibson who could only watch it 
trundle over the line. 


The half time break allowed my nerves to set- 
tle, but that didn’t last long. More woeful Strik- 
ers defending allowed Burns a free header off 
a free kick, Bolton in no man’s land as it sailed 
over his head. | seem to have heard that be- 
fore! And 20 minutes from time, surely the final 
nail in the coffin. Again, our defending wasn't 
too clever, but credit where its due, young Berry 
did supremely well to rise at the farr post and 
guide his header back over Bolton into the other 
side of goal. 


Still Strikers weren't dead and buried, McLaren 
rising between two Strikers-esque defenders to 
head Wehrman's cross beyond Gibson. That 
led to a frantic, nail biting finish, but it wasn't to 
be. Despite heading United in corners, posses- 
sion and shots on goal, we lost where it mat- 
tered most. And it was mostly our own doing. 


They say talking to yourself is the first sign of 
madness. What, then, does yelling in frustra- 
tion at moving pictures on a small glass screen 
signify? 


more match reports on page 6 
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Strikers 3 Canberra Cosmos 1 
Saturday Wiarch 27th 

Suncorp Stadium 

by Dave Marshall 

This was a strange evening. My son is in NZ and 
my usual mate in China, so | fronted the Paddo 
expecting to pick up a few of the regulars. There 
was one only there. What you might call a low 
key start to the evening. 


We strolled down Caxton Street and there were 
few punters an the streets - the Studs Up vendor 
said he had sold 4 in the last hour. Inside the 
ground was fuller than | expected, but didn't see 
Crofty and no Taringa lads in sight. A very quiet 
crowd and the Strike Squad were almost mute. 


Knipe sang the national anthem to get things off 
to an unusual start -i wonder if Japp Stam does 
it for Holland? 


The game itself was a bit strange too. Another 
very dominant display by the STRIKERS, but this 
was again not reflected in the scoreline. We 
should have had 8 to 10 and ended up with 3. 
Two to Knipe and one to the Mad Bull - the latter 
from a very rare variation on a corner. All year 
either Kasey (with a K) or TMB have dropped 
balls into various parts of the box from corners - 
this time Wehrman rolled it out to Nick at the edge 
of the box, unmarked despite some frantic sig- 
nalling from one of Canberra’s defenders, he had 
time to tee it up and smacked a left footer (what 
else?) past the keeper who, BTW, bears an un- 
canny resemblance to T&T at first glance. What 
was stranger was the injury count for the Cos- 
mos. | didn't think it a vicious game, but poor 
Canberra suffered the loss of three players - two 
by stretcher, the latter (I think Zelic) of which 
looked quite worrying. Anyone know if he is al- 
right? 


At halftime an attractive and very shy young mar: 
ried lady (I know because she said so) was the 
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recipient of a mobile phone, compliments of the 
sponsor, for being the 1,000,000th NSL spec. 
tator this season (do they include freebies, ang 
how do they cope with the :"about 2000" anq 
so on from some grounds?). Anyway, it was a 
nice bit of fun and a promotion, although | didn't 
hear anything of it before the game except for 
a posting on the Ozsoccer list. 


Kossie should be looking to Bushells as a spon- 
sor if that is tea that he sips all match. What 
ever itis, it seems to keep him calm to the point 
of stupor. Is he laid back, or what? Perhaps he 
did over-indulge because he brought the OHY 
on for Tullamarine late on. He flapped and ran 
and looked quite active, but didn't actually 
achieve a great deal. | find a perverse pleasure 
in watching him off the ball. Somehow he never 
appears to be creating anything - more reac- 
tive than proactive you might say. I'm not sure 
he was a good buy. What the STRIKERS really 
need, ironically, is a striker. If we had, say the 
Frogger, we would, IMHO, be near top of the 
league, instead of being in danger of being also 
rans. | think the side has looked as good as 
any team, and better than most this year, and 
it's dead frustrating. I'll tell you! 


Right at the death a STRIKER - | think Kasey 
W, who had a better game, but still not as good 
as | have seen him - rolled a terrible schoolboy 
howler of a pass square across our midfield, 
with most of the team going forwards,where it 
was gratefully gobbied up and duly stuck in the 
net. | do hope we don't dip out by one goal on 
goal difference. 


3414 said to be present, which may be downto 
the hard core following in view of our league 
situation. Our progress into the top six is well 
and truly in the hands of others this weekend, 
but if the cards fall right, it still is not out of the 
question. 


CC very few - he came on late, and didn't im- 
pose himself excessively. 
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Grand d Final Replay! : \ 


Remember May 25th, 1997? Of course you do! Anyone interested enough in 
football to buy this fanzine will no doubt know that was the greatest day ever in the 
history of the sport in this State. 

Like the chance to relive that glorious day? Well, now you can! The Queensland 
Independent Football Supporters Club are organising a special showing of a full 
replay of the game on a giant screen. Cheer on your heroes, sing along with the 
40,000 crowd, boo and hisssss at the baddies, and yell yourselves hoarse when the 
first goal goes in. 

Venue for this night of unashamed nostalgia and pride in being a Queenslander is 
the Brisbane City clubhouse at Spencer Park, Newbery Street, Newmarket, on 
Saturday 17th April, with a 7.00pm kick off. Admission is a mere $3.00, and the 
bar WILL be open! Looking forward to seeing you all there! 

you can also pick up back copies of TFP - (if there's any left). 


Check out the Sports Print web site for further details closer to the time. 


Many thanks to Brisbane City Soccer Club for 
the kind id a their facilities! 
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: . Footb in another life 


iné oF the most succesiul coaches in Brisbane in recent years is Miron Bleiberg. An avi 
TFP reader, we decided that it was about time that we caught up with the man, who claims 
he was sacked by the Melbourne Knights over the result of just one match. 


As soon as I got here I started to get involved with bugj- 
ness, and I’ve never looked back. I keep saying that one 
day I'll go back, but apart from the odd trip I really haye 
no inclination to do so. 

Anyway, the first team coach was under surveillance from 
the workers compensation board - or something like that, 
so he couldn’t do his job property, so they offered it to me. 
At the time the son of the President, and the son of the 
Vice-president were all playing in the reserves, so | made 
the right selections, you know, and got on with the job 
Caughs). 

I was only supposed to be there temporarily, as they were 
expecting a coach to come out from Croatia. But the war 
had just started up there, and the Yugoslav authorities de- 
layed him coming out. The caretaker coach was called 
Tommy Cummings, who used to play for Australia, and he 
didn’t enjoy it so they asked me to do it. We started off 
with four wins and a draw, and were top of the Southern 
Division. The funny thing was Brisbane Lions were also 
in the Southern Division - work that one out if you can 
(laughs) - and I remember coming here in 1984 when 
Gordon Arrowsmith was coach, I think. 

Anyway after the fifth round the coach arrived from 
Croatia, and I was asked to be assistant coach until the end 
of the season. Then they asked me to coach the following 
season, and I lost my job over one game. 

Footscray were the Yugoslav community team. The Knights 
didn’t mind losing every game of the season, but losing to 
Footscray was not allowed. So we played them , got beat 
and i got the sack, 


Can you tell us where you were born, and what were 
some of your earliest footballing memories ? 

I'm like a lady, [ can’t disclose my real age, but I was born in 
1955 in Israel, in a town called Haifa, which is the third 
biggest town in Israel (after Tel Aviv and Jerusalem). I played 
for one of the most well-known of Israeli teams called 
Maccabi Haifa (who are currently in the Quarter Finals o 
the European Cup Winners Cup competition). | was playing: 
in the first team when I was seventeen and eighteen, but then 
1 was called up by the army to do my national service. This 
really cut short my career because by the time I had done my 
five years I was 23, and I then started playing state league. 
When I was 26 | was the captain of the team, so when they 
sacked the coach | became the caretaker, and { found that ] 
liked coaching more than I liked playing. When I was 27 I 
did two coaching courses, and because I finished my basic 
one with a high score they let me do the next one straight 
away. When | was 28 | coached a third division team to the 
premiership, and they were promoted to the second division, 
and then I came to Australia. 


Were there any problems in Israel at that time - was that 
the reason you wanted to leave ? 

Israel has always had problems. Politically it has always been 
like that. Personally I like the peace and quiet and it was a bit 
too hectic for me, but] fell in love with Australia. 


So, what made you come to Australia then ? 
In 1984 T got married and my wife's father was a captain in 
the merchant navy, who was working on the line between 
Israel and The Far East. We decided to take advantage of it, 
and take a free trip around the world for our honeymoon, We 
landed in Melbourne, and we stayed for a week. We had a 
choice of staying on here , or going back on the ship. So we 
decided to stay for 6 months, and in that time I was intro- 
duced to the Melbourne Knights and they asked me if I wanted 
to play. I said “No. But | don’t mind coaching.” So I started 
as Colts coach, and then Reserves and then first team. So by 
the time the season was starting | was first team coach. 


How did that affect your visa situation then ? 

Well, of course it left me in an awkward situation, because 
my visa was valid on condition that 1 was coaching a team. 
At that time (1987) I was preparing to go back to Israel. I 
had had a good time, and it was time to go. I was also 
involved with a petrol station down there, which was be- 
ginning to make some money, so I thought it a bit of a pity, 
but maybe that’s how life was meant to be. But then I got 
an offer from Polonia, who were bottom of the Victorian 
State League at the time. Their owner was a solicitor, and 
part of the contract was that he would help me apply for 
my permanent visa. 


Tell us more about the Knights... 

They were great. They organised my visa, so that when I 
returned to Israel to apply all the paperwork was done, and 
when J turned up at the consulate there was a queue of about 
a 100 people, and I just walked straight to the front, and got 
my passport stamped. 


Can we print this ? Was it all legal 7 
Oh yeah (laughs). He specialised in all that kind of stuff. | 
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spoke good English, 1 was in business, employing people, 
so we had a good case. Anyway that year we escaped rel- 
egation, and the following year we won the premiership. 
Then they ran out of money, so I went to coach Croydon, 
which was run by a very rich businessman - that was in 
1989. We finished second, but won the Grand Final. 


Then you got involved with Heidelberg, I believe ? 
Yeah, they were in the national league, but only just (laughs). 
They were a bit like Canberra now - seven or eight points 
behind everybody else at the bottom. But we still got rel- 
egated on goal difference behind Blacktown. And then [ got 
the chance to come to Brisbane. 


How did that come about ? 

Well I came up here on business, and realised that the weather 
was too cold for me in Melboume, so | decided to stay up 
here for a while. I was introduced to Brisbane City, who 
were bottom of the ladder in the state league, and in the 
seven gaimes that I was in charge I was able to lift them 
away from the bottom of the ladder. 


Did you notice a distinct difference in standard between 
Victorian and Queensland football ? 

Not so much on the park, but off the park there was more 
pressure being put on you in Melbourne, and there is more 
negative criticism. Up here the atmosphere is more laid back, 
so there weren’t the same pressures being applied. 


And then you applied for the Brisbane United job ? 
Yes. That was 1990. They had just established Brisbane 
United, and they were advertising for coaches. In the first 
year we did extremely well, coming sixth, but the play-offs 
were the top five - so we just missed out. The squad was 
made up mainly of local players from the fourex league . . . 
Sean Cramey, Glenn Gwynne, you know, plus a Victorian 
goalkeeper, and one import, I think. 


Miron Bleiberg’s NSL coaching 


stats 


Season Club Games WD L 

1985  Melb.Knights 3 2 0 1 

1986 Melb.Knights 7 1 2 4 

1989 Heidelberg 15 5 3 7 

91/92 Bris.United 26 8 108 

92/93 Bris.United 26 56 3 18 
TOTAL 21 


uk 


That year | think I was runner up to David Ratcliffe 
as Coach of the Year, by one point. But anyway it 
was a good year. 


Was there much money in the game then ? 

Well, the second year is when all the money prob- 
lems started. | remember going to Adelaide one week, 
and the main discussion on the plane was whose 
cheques had bounced that week. There were already 
Tumours going around that Jan Brusasco was going 
to take over, and he was going to appoint Bruce 
Stowell as his coach. We used to play at Perry Park, 
and we'd either win 4-1 or lose 6-1. There was al- 
ways plenty of goals to keep the crowds happy. It 
wasn't a time that E have too many good memories 
from, but it was part of the learning curve for me. 


So you went back to fourex league ...? 

Yeah, Peter Parker, who was the masseur with United 
introduced me to North Star, and I felt that I still had 
to prove myself after my second year with Brisbane 
United. 


Who were some of the players that you worked 
with at that time ? 

Shane Haddow, who is now at City; Michael Mulvey, 
Jim McDonagh, Michael Brockwell, Mark Battistin, 
Nick Seeley, Robbie Harrison was the goalkeeper. It 
was a very balanced side, with a mixture of youth 
and experience, We won the competition by mid-sea- 
son I think - we fost one and drew one all year, scor- 
ing about 80 goals. In the cup, though we lost to 
Rochedale after 180 minutes in extra time. 


It didn’t turn out to be much of 2 challenge then ? 
No. I was getting a bit stale, so I decided to give it a 


rest and concentrate on my business for a while. I 


had achieved as much as I could. Even after Bris- 
bane United I was asked to go back to the Melbourne 
Knights, I was asked to coach Sydney Olympic. Even 
Tony Labozetta called me to ask me to go to Mar- 
coni. So I had a break for a while, and then Lions 
contacted me, 

I was very friendly with Lawrence (Oudendyl) from 
the Brisbane United days - he was a Director there. 
So he called me a couple of times about coming to 


- |Lions, and I said that I wasn’t interested. At the time 


Ulived on the north side, and didn’t even know how 
to get to Richlands, so I kept saying “no”. (aughis). I 
had a think about it, and apart from Lions there was 


The Farr Post 


The Farr Post SUE ETE EEE Rene ee \ 
Se ll“ 
10 ; 
And Vedran Becirbegovic ? / Did you expect to have 12 poinis owt of 12 after four] to win at home, and when you go away you should 
only City and Rochedale that could come close to national} Vedran was at the Strikers fora short time, but then went to rounds ? ist berconticweavend delet Lanical aes of hic 
league standards, so I eventually said “yes”. They had aj play in Belgium. Skill-wise, he is one of the best that I've (Hesitates) That’s a jounalists question Tony (laughs). 1] best teams who have played at Suncorp this year. 
good clubhouse, they had a good set-up and a bit of money, seen - and I've been around a few places. He is a Joy to don’t know . . . I hadn’t even thought about it. 1 always] Adelaide City and South Melbourne were quite happy 
so | realised that I was being given a chance to build them] watch, and he is always doing something different at train- think about the old system - two points for a win, and I say |to come here for a point, and caught us on the break 


up to a higher level. ing. If] was a spectator, I would happily pay my $5 just to that if you get four points from six, you’ve made a good| and took away three points, But in going to win in 


watch him do a few tricks at half-time. He is a natural - The start. Perth, and at Carlton, and Adelaide last week, the 
Michael Jordan of Queensland soccer. The combination of Strikers conceded fourteen goals. 


Vedran and Hillier in the Ok then, are you happy with the football that you’re| The best team by far is South Melbourne, They came 

midfield is a dream for me, playing ? here, and closed the game down, and scored in the 

They complement each other Well, we've scored 14 goals in four games, which is more ninety-first minute. That is the attitude that will win 

| So well. Looking back at his than three per game on average, so you can’t ask for more] championships. But John defin itely fits into the 
time with the Strikers - the than that, can you ? We're also conceding more than] would | Brusasco idea of marketing the club. 

year they won the champi- like, but we are playing good football, yes. 1 think that 

onship - | think that Farina with this years squad, we can be as good as City were last | Roy Hodgson has been linked with the Socceroos 


could have used him a bit year - and they were by far the best team in the competi-|job- what do you think of him ? 
more. 


That was in 1995 ? And you came second ? 
Yeah we were beaten in the 
elimination final, [ think. 
The following year, 1996, 
we won the double, 97 we 
won nothing, and last year 
we won the Grand Final. So 
I think that we’ve been rea- 
sonably successful in that 


time. tion last year. When I was coaching in Victoria, he came with 
Malmo, we had lunch together, and he did impress 
Was it a big disappoint- Who else is in your squad That's a big rap for Bobby (Hamilton)... me. He came from nowhere but has a great know!- 


that you think highly of 7 
Lions have a restricted 
budget because of building 
this new clubhouse, so we 
decided to concentrate on 
getting younger players, who 
want to play, and who are not 
interested in money, We 
have used a lot of players 
who played in the reserves 


ment for you not to win 
anything in 1997 ? 

I can’t remember much 
about it actually. I think af 
ter the success of 96 a lot 
of players left, but I hon- 
estly don’t remember. I was 
disappointed, yes, and so 
was my employer, but you 
can’t win all the time can 
you ? 


Yeah, let’s be honest, with Daniel Duke in goal, and Slater edge of the game, 

knocking the goals in at the other end, they played good 

football - I think that they were close to national league] Who else would you say is seriously in the run- 

standard. There are a few players from the City team who| ning ? Miron Bleiberg ? 

could quite easily play national league. With their experi-|] wish . . . [think that [can do the job. Iam confident 

ence they would give the Strikers youngsters something to | enough. I was at Chelsea for four weeks in 1988, when 

think about. IfI could pick a team from the fourex league, | | was coaching the Knights, and at Werder Bremen in 

and they had to play against the Strikers, then apart from| ’84, and I’ve seen the top coaches in the German and j 

the fitness maybe, they would give them a run for their] English leagues, and | haven’t seen anything that over- 

: money. awes me. ] did some training sessions in Holland at 

last year. People like Adam first division club Utrecht (Lions paid for my ex- 

Leflay and Wade Cannon What do you think of Kosmina as a coach ? Was he the| penses), and didn’t feel out of my depth. 

who we loaned to Wynnum right man for the Strikers job ? 
i} 


Was last years team as 
good as any that you’ve 
coached here at Lions ? 

The best team that I have 
played with was the North 


last year. Bion Alkin also I can’t judge on his coaching because I don’t know him as| And what does the future hold for Miron Bleiberg? 
played in the reserves . . . so a coach, and I haven’t seen any of his sessions, but John | [hope to be involved with Lions in the national league 
we have four or five who was an extremely good player. However I disagree with his| one day. You can see from their set up here that it 
have been patient enough to approach of declaring that he will win away from home in | should be sooner rather than later, and if I’m not first- 


Star team of 794. And I wait their turn, and who are places like Adelaide and Perth. In national league, you need | team coach, then Ill be involved in some capacity. 
think that this year, when I playing regularly for us. 


have all the players fit, and free from suspension, we will] Cameron Watson was our number one player in the pie: 
have a very good side. 96, from a coaching point of view] season, and he got injured in the Charity Shield. We've 
gave me a lot of satisfaction. We had limited resources, but] also got Mengotti, Craig Rogers, Roy Huth hasn’t touched 
still did a great job. a ball yet, and Steve Jackson, who decided to come back 
from retirement at the last minute .. . 


Mirons start to the 41999 XXXX season... 


Sat 20 Feb 1999 League Rochedale Rovers 1-2 Brisbane Lions 
Sun 28 Feb 1999 League Brisbane Lions 4-2 Mount Gravatt 
Sun 07 Mar 1999 League Toowoomba United 1-4 Brisbane Lions 
Sun 14 Mar 1999 League Brisbane Lions 3-2. Wynnum District 
Sat 20 Mar 1999 League BundabergWaves 2-3 Brisbane Lions 
Sun 28 Mar 1999 League Brisbane Lions 1-1 Taringa Rovers 
Sat 03 Apr 1999 League Brisbane Lions 2-2. Gold Coast City 
Mon 05 Apr 1999 League Ipswich Knights 2-0 Brisbane Lions 


So tell us about some of the players that you have he 
this season .. Darren Hillier for example, he played na-| How did that come about ? an 

tional league didn’t he 7 Well, Steve keeps himself very fit any way. He didn’t train 
Darren was one of Brace Stowells boys, but he elected to) with us in the pre-season, and I was resigned to not having 
go to Newcastle. | think that even he admits that was aj him around - a huge loss. But he called me up, and we had 
mistake. Then he came back, and played a while with the] a chat, and I said that he wouldn’t get any favours. He came 
Strikers, and he’s my captain this year. | enjoy watching] down to training, on the Tuesday before the Rochedale 
him, and he’s good to work with. He thinks about the game,] game, and was one of the sharpest at the session that night, 
and has a lot of experience, and is a hard worker. so | had to play him. 
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ik 24 January this year when you read an 
It’s a pretty safe bet that you, like me, choked on your cornflakes on y da 
a on page 5 of the Sunday Mail headlined “Pitched battle for the Gabba”. Its author claimed that “a 
century of Queensland cricket tradition will be ripped up next year - in the interests of soccer”. 


by "Stevo" 


The article quoted Queensland cricket captain Stuart Law and former Australian captain Allan rg: both 
bemoaning that the resurfacing of the Gabba to suit the requirements of Olympic Games — ‘or the 
staging of the Olympic Games football tournament was not fair, Law was quoted as _ Be a i 
right to rip up a ground that has been there for so long, just for the sake of a few games 0: soccer . Border 
also indicated his “concern” over what was to be done “for the sake of a few games of soccer”. 


Well, pardon the chip on my shoulder, but it seems to me that occasionally Queensland’s mainstream media, 
not content with routinely starving soccer of meaningful coverage, indulges itself in some cheap goading of 
the soccer community. It’s simple, really. Ali the media has to do is drum up some ill-informed or mischie- 
vous statements such as the above, then rely on long-suffering and thin-skinned soccer types to bite. 


On this occasion, the Sunday Mail duly got its reward. The very next week the paper published an article in 
which Strikers director Frank Speare said, amongst other things, that he was “sick” of the whole Gabba 
scenario. 


Never let it be said that The Farr Post lets a story get in the way of some good facts. A dose of Teality is 
needed here, and in order to get it we need to recall the sequence of events in the sordid drama which led to 
the Olympic Games football tournament being allocated to the Gabba. Here they are: 


Act 1 - In 1993 Sydney was awarded the “honour” of staging the 2000 Olympic Games. : Soccer, of course, 
is the only code of football included in the Olympic Games, and its tournament, which includes 16 teams, 
requires the use of a number of stadia. Sniffing the scent of the Olympic Games action and dollars, Mee: 
State governments submitted bids to the Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (SO 
for the right to host Olympic Games football matches. Queensland was fast out of the blocks with its bid, 
touting Suncorp Stadium as the venue, 


The Government of the day nominated Suncorp Stadium despite the fact that it knew the venue would need 
to be upgraded. There was nothing unusual in this - the same was required of Hindmarsh Stadium in 
Adelaide and Bruce Stadium in Canberra, for example. It seemed fairly strai, ghtforward - Suncorp Stadium 
had hosted big soccer matches before, including the World Youth Championships in 1993, and was well 
known and highly regarded by FIFA. It had a soccer tenant (the Strikers) and a tailor-made design, being 
built around a rectangular playing field. Furthermore, the stadium was much loved by Queensland specta- 
tors, who appreciated it for the close proximity of its stands to the field of play and the tremendous atmos- 
phere which that creates. 


Act 2 - Queensland’s bid was accepted, and a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between SOCOG 
and the Queensland Government to upgrade Suncorp to a 40,000 all-seater stadium. The cost of the upgrade 
was estimated at $40 million. 
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Act 3 - The plot thickened. In the background, sinister forces began to emerge. In 1997 a push for a “super- 
stadium” in Brisbane got underway, advocated through the press by the Brisbane business community which 
wanted it built somewhere near the CBD. Also, the Brisbane Cricket Ground (Gabba) Trust was touting 
plans to expand the Gabba, but couldn’t find the funds to do so. Someone, somewhere, sensed an opportu- 
pity. 


Act 4 - The Government threw the whole lot in the melting pot and stirred limply. Then, on 31 March, 1998, 
iy move which was said to have left the then Sports Minister (and former rugby league international) Mick 
\eivers “depressed”, the Government announced amid much fanfare that it would divert its $40 million 
Olympic Games funding to the Gabba. It would now make the Gabba into an all-seater 40,000 capacity 
dadium so that it, instead of Suncorp Stadium, would host the Olympic Games football. 


Victorian-born Premier Rob Borbidge, convinced he was on a winner, hawked himself around the TV news 
hulletins that night breathlessly predicting that Queensland might be able to attract an AFL semi-final when 
he Gabba upgrade was completed. You couldn’t fault the man’s vision, could you? On the one hand, he 
wuld choose to upgrade a stadium built around a rectangular playing field and create a perfect venue with 
which to compete for major international soccer, rugby union and rugby league matches, and perhaps even 
ysist Australia’s mooted future bid to host the World Cup. On the other hand, and for much the same cost, 


je could upgrade a ground built around a cricket oval and hope to host an AFL semi-final. Naturally, 
forbidge chose the AFL semi-final. 


joecer Australia, the Strikers, the Queensland Rugby League (QRL) and the Lang Park Trust (which admin- 
ters Suncorp Stadium) were outraged. The soccer community knew that, once the Games were over, the 
yound would revert to the use of cricket in summer and Australian rules in winter, leaving no room for a 
iecer tenant and making it extremely unlikely that the Gabba would ever be used for soccer again. The Lang 
uk Trust, for its part, was outraged because its facility would be virtually left to rot whilst Brisbane turned 
§attention to building a new super stadium at Hamilton (remember that?). It was also a serious setback in 
ie Trust’s endeavours to attract rugby league’s Broncos back to Suncorp Stadium as winter tenants. 


\et 5 - Soccer administrators appealed to SOCOG and FIFA to pressure the Queensland Government to 
werse its decision. SOCOG sat on its hands and insisted it had no right to intervene in the Government’s 
teision, so long as the planned Gabba upgrade met FIFA’s criteria for staging Olympic Games football. It 
ii, because FIFA’s guidelines were as wide as Sydney Heads, and it had no criteria that the venue should be 
nilable for use for soccer thereafter. So soccer in this State was left high and dry. Despite being the lure for 
it big tourist dollars during the Games, it would derive no lasting benefit from them. 


(6 - Another twist in the plot. Borbidge called a State election for mid-June. The QRL had a joker up its 
keve, and played it. It used a State of Origin rugby league match played at Suncorp Stadium in the middle 
{ihe election campaign to print an article in the game programme (about 40,000 in all) urging spectators to 
hw through the ballot box what they thought of the Government for “welshing” on its agreement to upgrade 
‘ncorp Stadium. Borbidge was left red-faced and helpless. Meanwhile, Labor’s wanna-be Sports Minister 
'» Gibbs committed Labor to a $32 million upgrade of Suncorp Stadium and said he would move the 
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Olympic tournament back to Suncorp. His leader, 
Peter Beattie, qualified Gibbs’ promise the next 
day, saying it was not a costed election promise 
but that his Cabinet would “favourably consider” 
any proposal put forward by Gibbs. 


Act 7- The election was held, Borbidge collapsed 
in a screaming heap beneath Pauline Hanson, and 
Labor was elected. However, if soccer and the 
Lang Park trust expected new Sports Minister 
Gibbs to deliver on his pre-election commitment, 
they were to be disappointed. Instead, the new 
Government dithered for months until it was vir- 
tually too late to change tack. Then, late in the 
year, the Government announced it would stand 
by the existing arrangements. The Gabba would 
keep its Olympic Games funding. Over the last 
month, however, there has been conjecture that 
Suncorp Stadium has moved back into the Gov- 
ernment’s frame, together with the Exhibition 
Grounds, as a possible site for the Super Stadium 
which will now NOT be built at Hamilton. 


In light of the above, we should put things into 
their proper perspective for Border, Law and any 
other cricketers who reckon they’ve copped the 
raw prawn in this deal. Here is how it looks from 
soccer's side of the fence, fellas:- 


Cricket has been granted an awful lot of money, 


which would not have been made available if it 


were not for soccer, to create a modern and vastly 
upgraded Gabba facility that will benefit both 
cricket and Australian rules for a very long time. 
The resurfacing of the ground is the small price 
cricket will pay for this privilege. This has all 
come about because cricket and AFL administra- 
tors wanted it very badly - so badly, in fact, that 


they were prepared to be parties to the denial of 


another sport’s future in this State to get it. That 
sport - soccer - would prefer that the Olympic 
Games football tournament be played almost any- 
where in Brisbane except the Gabba. 


Alan Niven - RIP 


TFP30 would not be complete 
without a word about Alan Niven. 
Although I never really knew the 
man, I only ever saw him play once. 
It was in the Amateur Division 1 
Reserve Grade Grand Final of 1997, 
when Eagles beat Annerley 1-0. I 
cannot comment any further, but 
everyone that I have spoken to about 
him have said what a true profes- 
sional he was. 

TFP pays tribute to Alan Niven. 
(T™) 


Perhaps Border and Law, being immersed in their 
own sport, can be forgiven for not being fully ac- 
quainted with the facts and the true perspective 
(which could not be said for the Sunday Mail). But 


just in case there are some who still can’t see who 


has gained and who has lost out of this shameful saga, 
let’s leave the last word to former Brisbane Lions 
(AFL) coach John Northey, in his newspaper col- 
umn of April 5, 1998. This is what he said: 


“The government’s decision during the week to in- 
crease the Gabba capacity to 40,000 should prove to 
be one of the most important facets of the growth of 
Australian football in Brisbane and Queensland. With 
the AFL to establish a major taskforce in Queens- 
land later this year to determine the requirements for 
the code to cement a foothold, having a world class 
ground was crucial”. 


Galling words indeed, if you’re a soccer fan, but at 
least Northey had the grace to acknowledge his sport’s 
windfall. And in which newspaper, you may ask, 
did Northey make these comments? Yep, you guessed 
it - the Sunday Mail! 


Now that really puts a few things into perspective, 
doesn’t it? 
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McDuck closes down Wanderers 
by an Anonymous journalist 


They were only six games into the 1999 XXXX W.A.N.Q.A. (Western And 


North Queensland Association) season, when news filtered through that the 
South Farr Wanderers owner, media tycoon, Reuban McDuck had withdrawn his 
club from the competition. 

Players turned up for training last Thursday night to find the dressing rooms 
locked, the floodlights not on, and bar closed. All locks had been changed, and a 
note pinned to the door read, “No football training until further notice”. 


A press statement from McDucks office at 10 am the following morning simply 
said that McDuck had withdrawn the club because he was sick of seeing them 
lose. Their record for the season so far is won 1, drawn 1 and lost 4. They sit at 
the bottom of the twelve team competition ladder. 


Player spokesman, “Bushy” Brown, who has never seen eye-to-eye with 
McDuck said, 

“He’s like a kid who takes his ball home because he can’t win every time. To say 
that the lads are disappointed is an understatement.” 


However it didn’t seem much of an understatement two hours later when they 
were all seen in the South Farr Hotel, dancing on the bar, and playing table 
football with the glass eye of Old Man Silver who had passed out unconscious 
on the floor. 


Mc Duck is said to be closely involved in talks with prospective Manchester 
United owner, Rupert Murdoch, and AC Milan owner, Silvio Berlusconi, about 
starting a World Super League. All three own television and communication 
companies as well as football clubs, and the potential worldwide audience is 
already attracting the giant multinationals as sponsors. Already computer giant 
Microsoft have put their name to the deal. 


As this issue of TFP goes to press, we are hearing rumours that the stakes are 
getting higher, and McDuck may have to sell shares in this newspaper, to be able 
to compete with Murdoch and Berlusconi. As I write this, a number of journal- 
ists around me are being escorted from the building . . . this could also be the 
last issue of TFP, unless we go underground........ 
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This issue sees us with a black and white cover for the first 
edition since TFP5 way back in February °97. in that time the 
format for TFP has changed a number of times. The reason for 
these changes are many and varied, but rather than bore you 
with the details, let me explain a few hard facts. 


TEP was started initially as a Queensland soccer fanzine, with 
the initial focus on the Brisbane Strikers. It was decided that we 
would run it for the length of the 96-97 Ericsson Cup season - 
which, of course, the Strikers won. It was meant to be a forum 
for football people to express their views about the game in 
Queensland and Australia. As soon as issue 1 was released we 
were contacted with faxes and phone-calls from many people 
telling us about how it was a great idea, and as the Ericsson Cup 
season finished we decided to continue into the local season. 


Unfortunately things don’t always work out as planned. Many 
people who initially supported us disappeared as soon as we 
asked for their help, or failed to live up to their word. Also, all 
those involved with TFP have jobs, lives, families, and other 
interests, which - despite our love of the game - sometimes must 
take precedence. Sacrifices have had to be made to get TFP in 
the mail to subscribers, and onto Castlemaine Street for the first 
weekend of every month. Those sacrifices are beginning to take 
their toll on peoples lives - particularly mine. 


Personally, | have found the last few months the most demand- 
ing of all. For those of you who don’t know, I run my own 
computer consultancy business, and - as any small-business 
person will know - only having 24 hours in a day can be a bit of 
a drawback. I have been doing two jobs - one that pays well, 
and one that is paid by the other. 


Last month on the eve of release we received a setback when 
the supplier for our covers changed the format of their paper - 
for the second time. We didn’t find out until the eleventh hour, 
and after a long Monday in the city this was the last straw. A 
backup plan was put into place, and consequently the finished 
product was - by our standards - very poor, to say the least, and 
a costly exercise. 


Be ack In B lack by Tony Moran 


A failure to find a suitable rep} ement for this month has left 
us with the black and white epy ir that you have in your hands, 


This has served two purposes _ . 

Firstly, it means that we can drapit off at the printers, and they 
can do the whole job, and we doy't have the hassle of worrying 
about how the colours will turn aut. 

Also, it will see us break even financially for the first time since 
TFPS5. Colour printing is very expensive. We’ve done our fig- 
ures a million ways, and it’s jus! not financially viable to do 
TFP in colour for the numbers that we sell. Unless we can get 
sponsorship . . 


Everybody knows that there is nomoney in football in this coun- 
try. Any that is is quickly mopjed up by the big-part players. 
TFP, by its nature, was neyer g)ing to be a big-part player in 
the present climate. The only plications that sell are full of 
European football stars, or are gineral sports publications with 
half-naked women on the cover to “attract” the average Bruce 
in the shop. 


However, many people haye sa (that TFP is still a great read 
without the colour covers. We ¢in’t dispute this, but like eve- 
rything else I do, I prefer to do ilproperly, and mix it up a bit - 
colour/black and white, text/pholis, cartoons/statistics, serious 
articles/daft stories from the Shir of Farr. This is what makes 
TFP unique. 


The bottom line is that I cannot physically continue this exer- 
cise on a monthly basis. I have been doing this for over two and 
a half years now, and I needa brak. Okay I went to France last 
year, but every day saw me wrillig a diary for the Sports Print 
web site - hardly a break, in my mind. 

The two main players in this préjct - Paul Harley, and I - can- 
not continue to run this magazily, and have lives at the same 
time. If we were serious about i, and were prepared to lose 
more money every month, until We attracted serious sponsors, 
then it would have no problems in continuing. But I have de- 
cided that for a few months | am ping to take a break from this 


NS 


project, and sort out a few things in my personal life. These 
are things that have been sitting on the back-burner for farr 
too long, and I must address them now. 


In doing this I feel that it is not fair to ask Paul to continue 
on his own. Like me he runs his own business, and has just 
won himself a very important contract that is taking up 
enough of his time as it is. | would not ask anybody to dedi- 
cate the hours that I have been putting in to this project, 
unless they really pleaded with me. I am yet to see anybody 
on their knees in front of me (and even if there was I would 
seriously doubt their sanity !) 


All this is unfortunate really, because the writers and artists 
that we have now, I believe, are the core of a very talented 
team. TFP has the potential to be an even better publication 
than it is now, and it is up to that team to reassess the situa- 
tion over the coming months, and decide whether to con- 
tinue at a later date. 


There are many people out there who have said that TFP 
was twenty years too late. That it would have been nice to 
ride on the back of the huge crowds that the national league 
brought with City and Lions. I prefer to think that TFP is 
twenty years ahead of its time for Queensland. 

I am proud of what I have done. I do not regret any of the 
things that I have written or done in the name of TFP in 
those two and a half years. | have made a huge amount of 
acquaintances in that time, seen some great football, and been 
disappointed along the way (THAT game, springs to mind). 
I have loved every minute of standing outside Suncorp Sta- 
dium, and meeting the real fans. Even places like Richlands, 
Underwood Park and Spencer Park bring great memories 
back to me - of speaking to like-minded football people, who 
know what it’s like to be kicked up in the air, and land on the 
pitchside gravel. Only to get back up and have it done all 
over again. 


Continued over page 


A A 


* ee —  ——eeeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEOEOEOEOEOEOOOEOEOOOEOEOO—O—O———eeeEEEEEEEOEOO_—_—— 


The Farr Post 


18 


Behind the scenes I have learned an enormous 
amount about the publishing business, about 
the technological boundaries that I’ve broken 
down along the way. My parents didn’t know 
what they were doing when they bought me 
that “John Bull Printing” kit over twenty years 
ago now. 


This is my last writing for TFP as it currently 
stands. I have been grossly disappointed with 
the apathy shown by some people involved 
with the game. There are a multitude of peo- 
ple out there professing to have the games best 
interests at heart, when they only have their 
own. But I’d prefer to sign off on a bright note, 
to thank all those who have helped in this jour- 
ney. 


Paul Harley, especially for his commitment to 
the cause, when mine had waned. To all the 
writers and TFP sellers over the years (Steve 
Cooper, Ewen Anderson, John O’Donohue, 
“Jock”, “Scottie”, “Stevo”, Bonnie etc. etc. too 
many to mention). To GK, who has been in 
and out of these pages, and without whom, TFP 
would not have existed. Also to Mel, who kept 
egging me on, when sales were down, people 
at the QSF were giving me a hard time, and I 
was homesick. 


And especially anybody who has bought or 
read a copy of TFP - and by “read” I mean sat 
down with an hour to spare digested the con- 
tents of our literary offerings, and sat back, and 
said “a bloody good magazine”. Because it has 
been, and still is. 


In closing let me say that I hope that one day 
we can carry on where we left off. The people 
that I’ve spoken to about this before now have 


Cartwheels ai Perry Park 


The last copy of TFP would not be compiete 
without a parting shot at certain people, par. 
ticularly those who have made life so difficult 
for us over the last two and a half years. 


It is my opinion that the Eye on Soccer has 
the potential to be a tremendous literary 
record of the game here in Queensland, but 
fails miserably on a number of counts. Its’ 
Editor - the federations Media Liaison Officer 
- appears to have absolutely no interest in 
football, and seems to be slowly squeezing 
the life out of a magazine that could be an 
excellent publication. But it has deteriorated 
into a repetitious, and shallow booklet that 
seeps adverts at the turn of every page, and 
has about as much original football journal- 
ism as the swimsuit edition of Sports Illus- 
trated. 


Without an effective voice on the streets, it 
is no surprise that our game is treated so 
shabbily by the mainstream press, and other 
sports. We have been bullied by the power- 
ful AFL and cricket administrators over the 
Olympic soccer tournament. We are con- 
stantly the source of much hilarity in the rugby 


all been disappointed, but have understood 
my reasons when I have explained it all to 
them. But tomorrow is another day (as some- 
one in a film about having wind once said), 
and Queensland football will not cease be- 
cause TFP failed to materialise for May ‘99. 


Enjoy your football, because it truly is “the 
world game”. 


Yours in football 
Tony Moran 
(April 1st, 1999) 
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league dominated Courier-Mail. And yet we still 
stumble from crisis to crisis, pouring good 


eh 


money after bad trying to keep the game afloat] Yeah, we're proud of what we're doing, but 
in this state where the only people who are do-| the strain is beginning to tell. And it galls 


ing it damage are doing so from within. If any- 
thing is to be gained from TFPs temporary de- 
mise, itis that there is one less internal dissent- 
ing voice to split the power brokers who are 
using the game to their own ends. 


It shows the potential for this game, however, 
when two people can give Queensland football 
as much exposure as Sports Print has achieved 
of late, AND they can do full time jobs at the 
same time. 


For example... 


We are still awaiting the federations internet web 
site, whilst the Sports Print site now has over 
300 pages of results and league tables, cover- 
ing two local seasons. It is updated weekly with 
information that has to be gleaned from a sec- 
ondary source (the Courier-Mail), but is still av- 
eraging betwen 50 and 100 hits every week. 


The "Inside Soccer" weekly newspaper that is 
run by Bruce Campbell in Wollongong has been 
crying out for news from Queensland for three 
months now. The paid Media Liaison repre- 
sentative will not send information to Bruce for 
one reason or another. Bruce's only alternative 
is to try to get it from us. We supply him with an 
A3 page every week, which could be two or three 
pages if our time wasn't so restricted. 


As we move into the 21st century, statistics on 
every local game, player, competition etc. can- 
not be seen anywhere, and Sports Print has 
taken it upon itself to try to rectify that problem. 


In conjunction with some of the fourex league | 


clubs we are now collating statistics, that will 
help to build on our already extensive intemet 
site. Player apperances and goal-scorers for 
certain clubs are now being stored in our data- 
base. 


me no end, when | find out how much the 
Media Liaison Officer is getting for not do- 
ing his job. For half the money that he is 
getting we could do a job fifty-two thousand 
times better than the one that he is. You are 
as much a stakeholder in this game as | am. 
Many of you are at clubs that have a say in 
how your money is spent. Clubs must work 
together to get the best deal for each other, 
and their members. 


The announcement that TFP will not appear 
in May will probably see the Media Liaison 
Officer doing cartwheels around the office 
at Perry Park. But he shouldn't be allowed 
to relax, just because we have gone silent 
for a while. We have other projects on the 
go at the moment (as mentioned earlier), 
and after a few months break we are hop- 
ing to continue the pressure back on him. 


| don't want to get rid of the Eye on Soccer, 
| just want a better weekly publication, writ- 
ten by someone who seems to have an in- 
terest in the sport. 


It's up to you... . 
(TM) 


GPO News 
The City 


Fax 3229 3917 


GPO Lane, Queen Street 


Tel 3229 2888 or 3229 1581 
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The Road to Wembley....or Street, 


Promenade , Boulevard and Corso !! ° 
by Steve Cooper 


I had noticed driving around my local suburb of Camp Hill the number of roads with names 
connected to football clubs. We even have Wembley ( Park ) just down the road in Coorparoo 
! This set my poor and feeble brain to come up with a league table of the UK Premier league 
and our own Ericsson league, based on the number of roads, streets, avenues etc with football 
club names in the latest UBD. 


UK Premier Leag we Ericsson League 


Chelsea 10 Brisbane Strikers 20 
Derby County 8 Adelaide City 9 
Coventry City 7 Adelaide Sharks 9 
Manchester United 6 Carlton 9 
Nottingham Forest 6 Sydney Olympic 8 
Blackburn Rovers 5 Sydney United 8 
Sheffield Wednesday 5 Melbourne Knights 6 
Aston Villa 3 South Melbourne 6 
Leeds United 3 Canberra Cosmos 3 
Liverpool 3 Perth Glory 3 
Wimbledon 3 Newcastle Breakers 2 
Chariton Athletic 2 Marconi Fairfield 1 
Everton 2 Gippsland Falcons 0 
Leicester City 2 Northern Spirit 0 
Newcastle United 2 Wollongong Wolves 0 
Southampton 1 

Tottenham 1 

Arsenal 0 

Middlesborough 0 

West Ham United 0 


Makes interesting reading, doesn’t it ?!! Chelsea’s score of 2 Streets, 1 Road, 3 Courts, 2 
Crescents, 1 Place and 1 Promenade - in Caboolture - brought them out on top - quite 
appropriate with the continental flavour of the current side ! Derby came home second with a 
more “workmanlike” 4 Streets, 1 Road, 1 Lane and 2 Courts. There is a little bit of licence 
involved in the case of Aston Villa, as there is Aston Street in Toowong, Villa Street in Annerley 
and Villa Court in Kingston. On that basis, Tottenham could move up the league with Spurs 
Drive Wellington Point and Spurs Place in Sumner. 
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I can’t stretch the point, however, to get my West Ham off the bottom ! Although Aston Villa 
are often known just as “Villa”, the Hammers are not called “Ham” - although they often - 
(used to !) - play like some ! So I can’t bring myself to cheat and give them the seven West 
Streets , Avenues and Place, Ham Road in Mansfield / Wishart and Ham Street in Kippa Ring! 
The best I can find is Westerham Street in Taringa. At least Arsenal can’t get on the board 
either - and no, they can’t have Gunner Street in Kedron. 


As for the Ericsson league, doesn’t that look good ! Not overly surprising I admit, but still 
good to look at ! Brisbane also score the most exotic name with Brisbane Corso in Fairfield / 
Yeronga. The closest Northern Spirit get to getting off the bottom is Northern Arterial Road at 
Ormiston ! 


There are of course a lot more clubs in the UBD - even Burnley ! - but I’ve had enough of this! 
You could make it a game at your next quiz night !! And come on, developers, give us a West 
Ham Boulevard, Arsenal Court, Middlesborough Drive, Gippsland Street, Northern Spirit 
Parade or Wollongong Road to complete the set ! 


Strikers Mailing List 


To join the list, send an Email to : listserver@isfa2.com 
with this message in the body, leaving the subject blank : 
join brisbane 
To unsubscribe send the message : leave brisbane 
To subscribe to the digest version send the message : 
digest brisbane 
Once you are subscribed just send in a mail introducing 
yourself to the list with any comments you might have to : 
brisbane@isfa2.com 


Thanks to ISFA for hosting this FREE Soccer Mailing 
List 


The Farr Post 


The Last Post ? 
by Paul Harley 


Making my way towards Suncorp Stadium one evening in October 1996, I was approached by a Pommie 
waving a tatty little rag in the air. “Would you like a FREE copy of a new football fanzine, mate?” he 
asked in a Lancashire accent as thick as treacle, 


That was the first time I°d met Tony Moran, and if I’d known then what I know now, I’d have made 
damn sure it was also the last! Little did I know that as a result of this meeting, I’d soon end up as Public 
Enemy No. 2 in the eyes of Queensland football authorities. 


However, being a football fanatic, I’ll read anything there is to read about the game. And being a 
Scotsman, there was no way I was turning down something for nothing! 


I was impressed with TFP right from the start, and soon looking forward to picking up my copy at the 
first home game every month. So impressed, in fact, that I even started paying for it when Tony could no 
longer afford to just give it away! 


After about half a dozen issues, he asked if ’d like to supply some photos. Still not knowing what I was 
letting myself in for, I agreed. Soon I was also having “Letters to the Editor” published, although not 
always in my own name. (Did anyone spot who I was?). For issue 13-lucky I’m not superstitious-] 
submitted a couple of match reports. And the following month, I contributed my first article. By now | 
was hooked, and I’ve been involved ever since. The rest, as they say, is history. 


And now, it’s all coming to an end-temporarily, at least. We hope to be back, but that depends on the 
response from you and other factors beyond our control. 


Tony has been contemplating for some time taking an extended break back in Pommieland. (Beats me 
why anyone would want to go there at all!). We’ve put our heads together a number of times in recent 
months to discuss what to do with TFP in his absence. I’ve been largely unemployed during TFP’s 
existence, and with time on my hands I was prepared to try to keep it going. However as recently as 
February, I’ve started getting work on a more regular basis, at least three days per week, often more, 


Now Tony has kept TFP rolling along these past 24 years on top of his full time job. He has the 
advantage over me, though, in that computers are his business. When I first got started with TFP, I was 
almost completely computer illiterate, and it’s only through his expert tuition that I’ve got to where I am 
now. However I’m still a long way short of his standard-I reckon what he can manage in an hour would 
usually take me two or more. And it’s certainly not farr enough that I could keep TFP going in my spare 
time. So the unfortunate but unavoidable conclusion is that it’s time to call it a day. For now. 


The only question that remains to be answered is, is this goodbye or just au revoir? Hopefully the latter, 
as I’d hate to see TFP finish for good. Sure, there are stresses involved in getting it out on time every 
month. And it’s disappointing that for all its quality, it’s still so difficult trying to get rid of more than a 
couple of hundred of each issue. 


However it does have its compensations, number one of which is the chance to meet so many people 
involved in the game. I’ve sat in on a number of interviews with some of Queensland soccer's biggest 
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names, plus a few who strutted their stuff on a much bigger stage. The one thing they all have in 
common is their undoubted love and passion for the game, which Tony and I were also born and raised 
with. Without exception, after the interview was over, we could have gone on talking about football 
forever. 


Actually, I tell a lie-there are two things they have in common. The other one is the completely civil and 
courteous manner in which we were treated. I’ve heard so many times over the years about how often 
people in the public eye, in whatever walk of life, turn out to be arrogant and obnoxious in the presence 
of mere mortals. That was certainly not the case with any of the TEP interviewees. Perfect gentlemen, 
every one (much to my surprise, in a few cases, as I’d gained a completely different impression follow- 
ing previous encounters in my refereeing days), with no qualms about giving up some of their time to 
two pushy would-be football writers trying to get their tatty little rag into print on time. 


Such a shame that the same can’t be said for the people ruining-sorry, running-the game in this state. 
But I guess enough has been said about that already, so I won't go into it any further now. It’s not the 
time or the place for unnecessary negativity. 


I’m going to miss The Farr Post. It’s been an experience, 
an education and a lot of fun. Interviewing some of the 
game’s stars. The banter and camaraderie with fellow fans 
when selling it outside Suncorp. The satisfaction of see- 
ing another issue completed, Most of all, the lift I get 
every time someone tells me, “it’s a great read, much bet- 
ter than that other crap!” Now that REALLY makes it 
worthwhile! 


The Wild Rover - part 2 


The Brisbane Strikers’ recent wooing 
of Blackburn Rovers appears to have 
returned dividends already - for South 
Melbourne! 


Apparently, Blackburn’s recent 
Queensland visitor Bobby Downes 
has discovered that South Melbourne 
youth team player Scott Hynds is in 
the UK to have trials with Nottingham 
Forest and Falkirk, and has ap- 
proached the player to trial for 
Blackburn as well. 


All that remains is to thank a number of people for their 
help in making TFP the success that it was, and for mak- 
ing my time with TFP a memorable one. All our inter- 
viewees, for their co-operation, and for sharing their time 
and experiences with us. All our contributors, for their 
efforts and the quality of their offerings. All our subscrib- 
ers and readers, regular or occasional, for their support, 
financial or otherwise. Everyone at Studs Up for their con- 
stant support and understanding-best of luck, guys, long 
may you continue to stand on toes and rock the boat! 


Downes told the Lancashire press a 
couple of weeks ago that “we only 
want the best and this is an ideal 
opportunity to have a look at a player 
who obviously has some potential’. 
Didn’t Downes find “the best” in 
Queensland? 


And finally, I'd like to thank Tony Moran, for the oppor- 
tunity, for your enthusiasm, and your encouragement in 
getting to grips with modern technology. I’ve almost made 
it into the 20 century, just in time for the 21*! I hope you 
enjoy your break and your time back home, but I also 
hope you decide your future lies in Queensland. 


Haste ye back, Tony and The Farr Post! 


"Stevo" 
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“And the Lights all went out 
in Massachusetts...” 


by Ewen Anderson 


A trip just down the road to see Capalaba v Olympic on Saturday 11" March was the lure for 
my Saturday evening entertainment. 


| planned to arrive at the ground just before the 7pm kick off to avoid the traditional rush at the 
gate and my plan worked well. 


As | walked across the adjacent pitch, the warm up was coming to an end. I was struck by the 
similarity in the kit worn by both sides. Blue socks and blue shorts for both clubs and blue 
shirts. Capalaba’s shirts were interrupted by white stripes but otherwise much too similar, 
What is the policy on colour clashes?? Capalaba’s numbers were black through which ran a 
blue stripe. Even the Stadium Australia type bright lights failed to help the spectator work out 
one from another. 


The teams lined up, Capalaba defending the higher ground. Mark Curran, a club stalwart, 
rallied his troops with the call, “45 minutes lads”. This in itself was encouraging as it indicated 
that they knew how long the half should last. Training hadn’t gone to waste after all! 


The initial sparring saw Olympic fire long range shots at Capalaba’s goal with most going well 
over or wide. The odd deflection earned a corner or two but in general the right cutting edge 
wasn't there. Capalaba looked fast on the break and found marauding wingers with well placed 
through balls. After ten minutes, Adam Bray cut in from the left and shot low and hard and right 
through the ‘keepers legs for a surprising but probably deserved lead for Capalaba. Just 
seven minutes later and it was 2-0 when Joe Morris ran on to a through ball and rifled a right 
foot shot from the edge of the area past the advancing ‘keeper. It looked as if the floodgates 
might open. After 25 minutes, a Capalaba player had both legs amputated at the knee as an 
Olympic player ignored the ball under the Ref's nose in the area. It was going to be 3-0! 


Much to everyone’s surprise - play was waved on. The suddenly shortened home player 
sewed his legs back and carried on! Brave soldier! 


Shortly after it was all over. The floodlights failed! It reminded me of that old Bee Gees favour- 
ite, “(And the lights all went out in) Capalachusetts....”. The crowd fell silent. Lights 100 me- 
tres away all round the stadium were still on whilst nearby shops were in darkness. The assist- 
ant referee, just a few paces from me, stood stock still facing the pitch. Hands by his side - his 
motionless pose reminded me of a subutteo player. A small push and he would have rocked 
silently back and forth waiting for another forefinger to flick him up the line. 


continued on page 25 


The Farr Post 


ek 


Double Take 


by Paul Harley 


ma 


At the Strikers game against Wollongong back at the start of March, the “Eye on Strikers” 
had a vaguely unfamiliar look to it. Closer inspection showed that was because it WAS 
unfamiliar. It had doubled up with “Eye on Soccer”, for that weekend’s round of the local 
competition. Thus a single publication served a dual purpose, as the Strikers match program, 
as well as the QSF official magazine. 


First reaction among the TFP team was mixed, as to whether this was a good idea or not. 
Weren’t the Strikers and the QSF supposed to be completely separate organisations, for one 
thing? On the plus side, it sold at $2, thus providing a small economic boost to those who 


would have bought both. 


Later that week, I was to find that the reaction among the clubs was not so inconclusive. 
Several, I gathered, were none too pleased at this development. Thinking further about it, 
who could blame them-particularly those playing on Sunday? And when Strikers are at home, 
that includes all the XXXX League clubs. 


We waited for the voice over the 
tannoy to appeal for calm from the 
crowd and that normal service 
would be resumed as soon as pos- 
sible. But it never came! The crowd 
became restless. Seats from the 
new East stand were tom from their 
fittings and hurled onto the pitch 
below. The players huddled to- 
gether in the centre circle as the 
police arrived in force..........only 
joking! 


A car had hit a power pole just up 
the road. There was no chance of 
any floodlit football again that night. 
So we all wandered home to await 
details of the re match. The Re- 
serves and Youths both had hand- 
some wins, but the trifecta was in- 
complete and we all left with a 
somewhat empty feeling. 


Continued from page 24 


Consider the situation. You turn up at a XXXX League 
match. The magazine for sale on the gate or behind the 
bar is the same one you bought last night at Suncorp. 
Are you going to buy another copy, out of the goodness 
of your heart, to show your support for your local 
XXXX club? Of course you’re not! No wonder the 
clubs are up in arms. 


It makes no difference to the QSF either way, as clubs 
HAVE to pay for their copies of “Eye on Soccer”, 
irrespective of how many they sell. It won’t affect the 
Strikers unduly, either. They’Il sell pretty much the 
same quantity, irrespective of whether it’s a “double 
up” or “stand alone” issue. The only losers are the 
clubs. I believe they have a genuine grievance. But 
then again, why would the QSF take any notice of what 
the clubs think? 


Studs Up - 
The Australian Fans' 
Perspective 


Contact Kev Christopher at 
PO Box 53, Oakleigh South, 
Victoria, 3167 
or studsup@ozemail.com.au 


R Ul mM O U rs by "Stevo" 


It’s that time of year again - when rumour mongering over the composition of next year’s 
National Soccer League and the futures of its various teams becomes so strong that the 
average Aussie soccer punter feels like he’s riding a roller coaster. Not to be outdone by 
previous years, this year's ride has assumed Tower of Terror proportions. 


The following, State-by-State, are some of the possibilities seriously canvassed over the 
last few months in the southerm press: 


New South Wales - 


- apossible takeover of the Newcastle Breakers by a Sydney-based private consortium 
interested in the Breakers playing some home matches at Coffs Harbour and Gosford; 

- Sydney United not to contest next season, due to financial difficulties; 

- Sydney United to unravel before the current season finishes; 

- Northern Spirit to relocate from North Sydney Oval to Brookvale Oval (home of the 
Manly-Warringah rugby league club); 

- anew NSL club, backed by Parramatta Leagues Club, Parramatta Eagles, and ALP 
politician Gary Punch, to play at Parramatta Stadium; and 

- anew NSLclub, backed by one or both of two interested consortia of businessmen, 
which might include radio announcer and former Wallabies (Rugby Union) coach Alan 
Jones and former NSW premier Nick Greiner, to play at the Sydney Football Stadium. 


Victoria - 


- Gippsland Falcons to plummet from the skies, due to financial difficulties; 

- Carlton to play at either Olympic Park, Bob Jane Stadium or Docklands Stadium next 
season, 

- Melbourne Knights to dismount from the NSL due to financial difficulties; 

- Melbourne Knights to survive their financial difficulties due to the $1.2 million windfall 
from the “on-sale” of Mark Viduka from Croatia Zagreb to Glasgow Celtic, and 

- Melbourne Knights to privatise and “re-invent” themselves, possibly with shareholders 
including either Manchester United or Arsenal. 


South Australia (abject dysfunctionality here, with the South Australian Soccer Federa- 
tion said to be very displeased with the current state of its representation in the NSL) - 


- Adelaide Sharks to be shark-fin soup at the end of this season due to continuing 
financial difficulties; 

. Adelaide Sharks to be saved by a $650,000 share of a possible on-sale of former 
player Stan Lazaridis from West Ham United to Manchester City; 

- Adelaide Sharks to fail to complete the current NSL season due to debts of over 
$800,000. 

- Adelaide Sharks and Adelaide City to merge and play as a new NSL club next season 
(yes - Greeks and Italians together - I'd like to see thatl); 
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- anew Adelaide team, backed by either News Corporation, or News 
Corporation in partnership with the SASF, or an entirely separate 
consortium of businessmen, to be entered in the NSL. 


Western Australia 

- Anew NSL team to be formed in 2001, based in Fremantle. 
Australian Capital Territory 

- Canberra Cosmos to vanish into the NSL Black Hole, due to financial difficulties. 
How about that lot then? More confusing than Father’s Day in Nimbin, isn’t it? Added to 
this, of course, is the almost certain inclusion in next year’s NSL of the Auckland Kings. 
The total number of teams? Again, rumours abound but Soccer Australia is on record as 
saying that there will be 16 teams - one more than this season - despite speculation there 
might be only 14.. 

So which teams will go and which will survive or arrive? Why not play Nostradamus and 
have a stab at it? I'll plump for Sydney United and Adelaide Sharks to part company with 
the NSL, to be replaced by the Parramatta consortium in Sydney and a broad-based 
Adelaide team, plus the Auckland Kings. 


Strap yourself in for the NSL “off season” - it should be a rough ride! 


Soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise in team photographs for junior and senior 
teams for soccer and other sports. 


Contact... 


Paul Harley, Photograplier. 
Teleghone 3857 2951 
or 
Email 
paulk@sportsprint.com.au 


The Farr Post 


ee 


Dear TFP 


Tam so sick of the QSF and the ASF mismanaging 
and mismarketing soccer in Queensland and 
Australia. I have played soccer since I was 8 and 
have played socially in a number of countries 
including England and Japan. In almost every other 
country where the game is played it is huge and 
successful. I can't believe that soccer is still a 
marginal minor sport and boy am I sick of it. 

If the QSF are resisting such a web site then that 
proves they are the incompetent fools I took them to 
be. I support you in your web site and I hope many 
other people find ways to promote, market and 
support soccer outside the woeful domain of the 
OSF. 


You have my support and ] am pleased and im- 
pressed with your web site. Yes I still play at 35 in 
Div 6 amateur and I go to the Strikers but if 1 don't 
know when the game is on it is incredibly difficult to 
find out especially on a Saturday. That is absurd for a 
national league fixture. They don't even have the 
common sense to advertise on TV or at least radio. 

It infuriates me. 

Anyway well done and keep up the good work on the 
unofficial QSF site. 


Thanks, 
Andrew 
University of Queensland 


PS Check this out as site of the week for a minor 
struggling QSF club with no resources or spare 
money. If we can do that what is QSF’s excuse 
except for stupidity or incompetence. 


Dear Tony, 


The results on your internet site are wrong for the 
5th division.Grange Thistle defeated Redlands 
United 23-0 on the week-end, (They only had 8 
men, but the ref called the game early as our 
temporary keeper, Daniel, threw the ball to himself 


Letters to The Coitor 


from his box and ran the entire length of the 
pitch and was about to score). 


This is a great web site and we print the table 
before each training session on 
Wednesday, can you please correct this? 


Cheers 
Frank Pahor 
Grange 


Dear Sir, 

I was saddened to hear of the (tempo- 
rary, I hope) demise of TFP. The thought of 
having nothing except “Eye on Soccer” to rely 
on to keep in touch with local news is almost 
too much to bear. So here is a final look at how 
well “Queensland’s most read...” is serving the 
local football fan... 


Issue 1: The editorial promised “As always, Eye 
on Soccer will provide you with the news on 
the local game....” So what happened last 
week? Page 2 provided the news that “"99 
Silver Boot goes to City”. (It didn’t; it went to 
Taringa, who defeated Mt. Gravatt in the final.) 
The report which followed was on the Charity 
Trophy, which City did win against Lions. 

On page 4, the Round 1 summary reported; 
“Trailing 1-0, Rochedale had a chance to take a 
two goal lead....” Nice trick if you can do it. 
Further down, “Led by.... Mark Battistin, City 
took control....” Not a bad effort by big Mark, 
considering he was suspended and didn’t play. 
On page 5, the Rochedale Rovers team list has 
Elvis Guzic at no. 1. He isn’t, Graham Ross is; 
Elvis hasn’t been in the squad for some time. 


Issue 2: This was a “double” issue with “Eye on 
Strikers” for the Wollongong NSL clash. 

On page 9, we learn “Warren Cooley played in 
Battistin’s place....at Ipswich in round one.” It 
was actually in round two. The error in issue 1 
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was (sort of) acknowledged on page 19, in the 
headline “Taringa takes Silver Boot-honestly!” 
but nothing by way of an apology to any of the 
clubs. Or the readers. 


Issue 3: Page 7 has a photo of “Toowoomba’s 
Trevor Gilland”, and the Toowoomba team list in 
the first three issues also refers to him as such. 
His name is actually Gilliland. 

Issue 4: On page 17, we’re advised “The 


Creek....with 12 points, the same as leaders North 


Star... Victory ... would take them to 12 
points...” Hmmm-12, plus 3-that’s 15 in my 
book. Both were actually on 9 points. 

Issue 5: Another “double” for the Canberra game. 
In the editorial, “...Brisbane Lions hold the Alan 
Niven Testimonial match on Saturday night....” 
It was, of course, on the Friday night. 


Page 4 tells us “Cooper scored a typical strikers 
goal, picking up the scraps from a corner...” I 
was at that game, and that’s nothing like the goal 
Cooper scored. (Try reading the match report in 
Inside Soccer if you want an accurate descrip- 


tion.) And on page 6, we find a photo of “The real 


Trevor Gilliland”, and they’ve got the name right 
in the team list too. Pity the photo is of Peter 


Broadfoot. The real one, I think. Next, to page 15, 


and writing on Souths United, “...their defence is 
second to none, with Capalaba the only 
club...with a better defensive record.” So how 
can it be second to none...? 


Issue 6: On page 6, we find out that Rocklea are 


in for a busy Easter Monday, as the fixture list has 


them playing away to Capalaba and Souths at the 
same time. Don’t know what you did to deserve 
that, guys, but best of luck. 

Among the photos on the centre page spread, is 
one of “Rochedale’s Ross Davidson and City’s 
keeper Adriano.” Forgotten his last name, 
presumably, Not to worry, turn to page 8, and all 
is revealed, with another photo of “City’s keeper 
Adriano Taraborrelli”. Only it’s not. They’re both 
Ben Appledom. 

Next, page 18, and Inala’s coach, who in all 


_ preceding issues has been Bob Matlock, has been 


mysteriously replaced by Bob Maclot. Well, 1 


29 


guess he knows who he is. And finally, page 21, and 
“The Bulls scored a big 2-1 win at Southside Ea- 
gles....” Only, if you then look at the results on page 
23, you'll see it was 2-0. Ah, well, I suppose one of 
them must be right. 

So there you have it. Eye on Soccer continues to live 
down to its reputation. If they don’t have a proof- 
reader, they need one. If they do have a proofreader, 
they need a new one. Or maybe just someone who 
cares about the game. 


Finally, farewell and “awwrabest” to TFP and all who 
sailed in her. You’ve been a breath of fresh air, and I 
hope to see you back some day. 


Best wishes, 
“Scottie”, 
Nudgee. 


Dear TFP 


“Fly me to the moon, 
And let me play among the stars...” 


So sang Frank Sinatra — and this should answer 
your query about the Middlesborough fanzine that 
you reviewed a couple of issues ago. 

Being a glutton for punishment I’m going to Lang 
Park again today. Hoping to see Lawrence Drake 
for the QAS. He looks like an excellent prospect — 
if Blackburn Rovers don’t snatch him up first !!!! 
Still no sign of the Queensland government 
rescinding that cretinous decision to stage Olympic 
football at The ‘Gabba ! I’m doing my little 
anonymous best to sew some seeds of doubt — but 
don’t hold your breath, mate. Who wants The 
‘Gabba ? Let’s spend $35 million and tart up Perry 
Park, and make it the San Siro of Bowen Hills. 
Hope to see you if you are ‘on station’ outside 
Gate 2, at the next game. 


Cheers 
“Joe Bloggs” 
Petrie 


CLASSIFIEDS 


[CLUBS 


Now that the local season is under way, The Farr 
Post can be obtained from the following clubs; 
Brisbane City. Chris Knight is in the office most 
aftemoons during the week. 

Brisbane Lions. Les Moodley is their full-time 
Marketing Manager 

Rochedale Rovers. Kieran Cooper combines 
training with helping to run the office. 


FANZINES 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


My Blue Heaven. The Carlton Soccer Club fanzine. 


Contact Sally Orpin at mbheaven@hotmail.com or 
PO Box 13078, Law courts, Melbourne Vic 3000. 
Sitter. A New Zealand fanzine. Contact Bruce 
Holloway, 11 Thomas Street, Hamilton, NZ. 


GPO News - GPO Lane (between Queen and 
Elizabeth Streets), The City. Open from 6am 
until 6pm. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 


Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: sales@bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing, Web Page 
design. Contact Tony on 0411 367 
357 or at 

ajm@sportsprint.com.au 

FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon 
every Saturday morning, with 
Howard Warren. 

Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 
3857 2951 or at 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 


The following clubs and organisations are supporting 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


Quote of the Month 


Free Car Stickers 11! 
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MP Ortent then ene® 


The Farr Post 


On the net... 
The Farr Post is on the 
internet. 

Check us out at 
http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
Local results service up- 
dated first thing Monday 


morning. NOUSTRIES LIMITED 


Ph, 212. 9500 


"For fifty-two thousand dollars 
a year, I'd make sure that | 
went out and found some 

bloody news |" 
TFP Editor, Tony Moran, in 
response to last months 
‘Quote of the Month’. 


You guessed it - Batts got himself a card for flattening 
Simpson, who is still seeing stars on the deck. 


The Farr Post 
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| 
PO Box 478, | 
Bulimba, _| Warning - editing a fanzine can| service is only as good as 
QLD 4171 seriously damage your sanity you help us make it - so 


send in any results and 
news. We've started up 
again for this season, so 
check out local results on 
our internet web site . . . 


Next issue... 
Err ...along time 
off, yet ! 


Not that | expect to see people rushing to fill the 
fanzine vacuum left by TFP, but Queensland certainly 
needs one. If anybody wishes to take on the role, we 
are more than happy to help out - but be warned, it's 
a thankless task, and the hours are long. But apart 
from that and the constant threat of legal action from 
the establishment, it's a lot of fun... now can you 
help me get out of this straight-jacket ? 

Editor, Tony Moran. 


We still have some of our free car stickers 
to give away. These were 
initially given away free 
with TFP 6, when we went 
to colour. If anybody wants 
one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The 
Farr Post, and we'll get one 
out to you. 
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| Miron Bleiberg contemplates the last issue of The Farr Post. 


